
An Overview of 
Denton County’s 
Voting System
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Voting System



Welcome to the Hart Voting System!g y
What will you see at the polling place?  

The eScan for paper ballots & the eSlate for accessibility.
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eScan eSlate



What’s Different About Voting?g

• When you arrive to vote, present your voter 
registration card and/or government issued 
photo identification and a poll worker will signphoto identification and a poll worker will sign 
you in the same way as always.

• You will see new voting booths – booths to g
vote by paper ballot using the eScan will be 
available, as well as, eSlate booths to vote 
electronicallyelectronically.

• You may choose either option.
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What’s Different About Voting?g
If you vote on the eSlate, the 
election judge will give you a 
four- digit “Access Code” 

bli t t th

Proceed to the eSlate Voting 
booth and follow the simple 
“How to Vote” instructions.

enabling you to vote on the 
eSlate.

eSlate Voting Booth

If you vote on the eScan, the Proceed to the private Voting 
election judge will hand you a 
paper ballot.

booth and complete your 
ballot. Walk your ballot to the 
eScan and insert your ballot 
into the Ballot Feed Slot.

4eScan



Detailed instructions for voting on the eSlate follow.
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The Buttons
Turn the SELECT
wheel to  highlight 
your choices

Press ENTER
to vote for a 
selected choiceyour choices. selected choice.

Use the CAST
BALLOT button 
t tto cast your 
ballot.

Press HELP to 
get help.

Use PREV to go to 
the previous page.

Use NEXT to go to
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Use NEXT to go to 
the next page.



Select Your Language
1. Turn the SELECT wheel until the language 

you want is highlighted in redyou want is highlighted in red.

English Español

2. Press ENTER to make your selection.
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Enter Your Access Code
1. Turn the SELECT wheel 

to highlight the first 
number of your Accessnumber of your Access 
Code.

2 Press ENTER to choose2. Press ENTER to choose 
that number.

3 Repeat for all n mbers of3.  Repeat for all numbers of 
your Access Code.

4 Wh th l t di it i4.  When the last digit in your 
code has been entered, 
you will see the first page 
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you see t e st page
of your ballot.



Make Ballot Choices

Council Member
1. Turn the SELECT wheel until your 

choice is highlighted in blue.
2. Press ENTER.  The box to the left 

Alexander Hamilton

Abraham Lincoln of your choice will turn red to 
show your vote.

3 The blue highlight bar will move to

Council Member

3. The blue highlight bar will move to 
the next contest title.

4. Continue through the ballot until 
you have voted all the contests

Abraham Lincoln

you have voted all the contests 
you wish to vote.

5. You may use the PREV or NEXT
Alexander Hamilton buttons at any time to move 

through the ballot.

9



Add a Write-in Candidate

1. Turn the SELECT
wheel highlightingwheel highlighting 
each letter of your 
candidate’s name.

2 Press ENTER for each2. Press ENTER for each 
letter, when finished 
spelling the name, turn 
the wheel to highlightthe wheel to highlight 
the word “Accept” and 
press ENTER
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Review Your Ballot

After you have voted all the 
pages of the ballot, a Ballotpages of the ballot, a Ballot 
Summary page appears, 
allowing you to review your 
selections.
To change your vote, turn the 
SELECT wheel until the contest 
you want to change is 
highlighted, then press ENTER. 
You will return to that contest.
You may use the PREV and 
NEXT buttons to review your 
ballot.
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Cast Your Ballot

When you have completely finished voting and 
reviewing your Ballot Summary page press thereviewing your Ballot Summary page, press the
CAST BALLOT button.  WARNING:  Do NOT 

press CAST BALLOT unless you are totally 
finished with the voting processfinished with the voting process.
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Cast Your Ballot

Your vote has been recorded when you y
see the waving American Flag.
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The eSlate Offers Many Accessible 
O ti t C t Y B ll tOptions to Cast Your Ballot

Vote using a Sip-and 
Puff Device.

Listen to the 
ballot using the 

headphones.
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Detailed instructions for voting on the eScan follow.
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eScan Paper Ballotsp
• To mark your paper ballot correctly, 

use a BLUE or BLACK pen touse a BLUE or BLACK pen to 
completely fill in the box beside your 
choice, as shown on the example 
ballot.

• To vote for a write-in candidate, 
completely fill in the box beside the 
words “write-in” and write the name ofwords write-in  and write the name of 
your choice on the blank line provided.

• Do not fill in more choices thanDo not fill in more choices than 
allowed.

• If you make a mistake, ask a poll  
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y , p
worker for a new ballot.



eScan Paper Ballots

• When finished marking your ballot, 
walk your ballot to the eScan Insert

p

walk your ballot to the eScan. Insert 
your ballot into the Ballot Feed Slot.

• The eScan displays Ready to Scan 
h h hi i il bl fwhen the machine is available for 

the next ballot.
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eScan Paper Ballots

• Wait while the Scanning Ballot 
message is displayed

p

message is displayed…

• Respond to Voter Instruction• Respond to Voter Instruction 
messages that appear on the 
eScan Screens – watch for 
information icons like this one.
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information icons like this one.



eScan Paper Ballots

• If the ballot is properly marked, the 
eScan accepts the ballot and

p

eScan accepts the ballot and 
displays a waving American flag to 
indicate that the ballot has been 
recorded.recorded.

• If a ballot is not properly marked, 
the eScan will display Voter 
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p y
Instruction messages on screen.



eScan Paper Ballots

• In this example, the Presidential 
Contest on the ballot is over voted

p

Contest on the ballot is over-voted, 
which means marks were detected 
for two candidates.
– A voter may decide to purposefullyA voter may decide to purposefully 

over-vote and cast the ballot “as-is” by 
pressing the button next to Cast Ballot.
Selecting Cast Ballot drops the ballot 
into the ballot box and records the voteinto the ballot box and records the vote 
as-is!

– Or a voter may correct the ballot, by 
pulling the ballot from the eScan and 
asking the poll worker for a new oneasking the poll worker for a new one.  
The old ballot will be destroyed and the 
voter may ask a poll worker for a new 
ballot up to three times.
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eScan Paper Ballots

• To review other contests that may 
not be properly marked select the

p

not be properly marked, select the 
button beside Next Contest.

C ti t i d d t• Continue to review and respond to 
Voter Instruction messages as they 
appear on screen.

• You know your done when the 
S t th b ll t deScan accepts the ballot and 

displays a waving American flag to 
indicate that the ballot has been 
recorded
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recorded. 



Ballot Now
Ab t B il S tAbsentee By-mail System

• Use a BLUE or BLACK pen to 
completely fill in the box beside your 
choice, as shown here.

• Do not fill in more choices thanDo not fill in more choices than 
allowed.

• If you make a mistake, you may 
correct it by crossing out the incorrect 
choice with an X and marking yourchoice with an X and marking your 
true choice.

• You must sign and date the voter’s 
affidavit. 

X

• Make sure you mail your ballot in the 
envelope provided so it will be 
received no later than Election Day.
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Make Sure to Get Out and …

Upcoming Elections

February 19- February 29, 2008 – Early Voting for Primary Election. 

March 4, 2008 – Primary Election Day.
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March 4, 2008 Primary Election Day.  


